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California Division of Safety of 
Dams (DSOD) 
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Inspection of Dams 
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Pacoima Dam 
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Pacoima Dam 
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DSOD Seismic Reevaluation 
Program 
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DSOD Seismic Re-evaluation 
Program 
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Thrust Faults and the affects to 
dams  
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DSOD Seismic Re-evaluation Program 
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Response to Earthquakes 
Shakemap and Shakecast 
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Response to Earthquakes 
Shakemap and Shakecast 
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On-going Research 
Instrumented Becker Penetration Test (iBPT)  
for Characterization of Sites w/ Gravelly Soils 

•  Equipment provides continuous direct measurement of 
penetration resistance at driving tip (energy and blows 
per foot). 

•  Site specific calibration of iBPT Nb30_tip to SPT N60 values 
•  Provides improved accuracy and spatial resolution of 

gravelly soils relative to conventional methods 

Example iBPT 
results from 
field project 
with LADWP 
(Craig Davis).  
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Emergency Action Plans 
Inundation Maps 

Emergency Notification Flow Charts 
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Emergency Action Plans  
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Recommendations to Improve 
Dam Safety 
n  Additional Research to improve 

understanding of dam behavior during 
earthquakes 
n  Understanding liquefaction 
n  Understanding non-linear behavior of Concrete 

Dams 
n  Development of Emergency Action Plans 
n  Authorization of a Dam Rehabilitation Act 


